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President’s Message

A Month of Sundays

By Cappy Nunlist
On October 17th, I had the pleasure of meeting with the Rev.
Jill Robinson and Administrator Jim Godfrey of the Lebanon
United Methodist Church. Many of you have attended annual
meetings at this lovely church which was built 20 years ago after
a devastating fire. What you may not have experienced is the
warmth and understanding of its leaders.
When the Norwich Congregational Church decided that it
could not accommodate our Sunday services in their sanctuary
in late September, the Board decided that we would keep looking for a temporary spiritual home that would be more conducive to worship than the Marion Cross School. When I called
the Methodist Church, Jim answered the phone and, when I
explained our problem, he quietly said, “I’m sure that we will
be able to help you.” I was overwhelmed by this simple declaration of welcome. Meeting with Jim and Rev. Jill was even more
heartwarming. Every request I made was met with, “We can do
that” or “I’m not sure how we’ll do that, but we’ll find a way.”
They understood, without judgment, how UU traditions differed
from theirs and went out of their way to suggest ways to make
our congregation more comfortable in their spiritual home. I
left the meeting feeling that this was a congregation with whom
we could share more than just a beautiful space. They would
like to hear about our sister church in India and, in turn, to tell
us about theirs in Haiti. They sponsor the LISTEN dinners in
Lebanon on Fridays and would love to have us participate upon
occasion.
Although we do not have a full proposal for you, the board
would like your input on this new venture before our board
meeting on November 6th. Do you want us to pursue this option? If yes, would you prefer to start evening (4:00-5:00 pm)
services there in December (if that is possible), or in January for
a one month trial period? Near the end of that time, we would
again seek your input as to whether to enter into a long-term
contract. Write, e-mail, call or grab us after service to tell us
what you think.
In the entryway to the Methodist church is written “Open
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.” I am excited for us that we
may soon be worshipping in such a sanctuary.

November 4...... The One Truth to Have
When You Are Having More Than One
Rev. Barnaby Feder, Minister at The Champlain
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society in
Middlebury

A lifelong UU new to UU ministry looks at what
it means to have a UU identity.

November 11........................ Cultivating
Ginger Wallis

We can choose what we cultivate in our lives
as well as in our gardens. What if we wanted to
cultivate more joy, gratitude, and love? What do
these words mean? Three members of the congregation will each share a reflection on one of those
words in today’s service.

November 18........Spiritual Immigrants
Antoni Andreoli - Walpole Universalist Church,
Worship Committee, Chair

Just as many of our families came to America as
immigrants many of us have come to our UU
churches from somewhere else. This service
explores how the experience of finding a new
spiritual home is both a process of immigration
and of creating community.

November 25........Serenity in the Midst

Nancy Belougnie - President of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Caribou, ME

UUCUV

Sunday School News
Dear Friends,
I have exciting news for kids 6th grade and older: our
favorite novelist Katharine Fisher Britton will be joining
you on Sunday, November 11th, for another Writers’ Workshop! Please bring a writing Work-In-Progress if you have
one and come prepared to constructively encourage one
another. Folks in this age group who feel a little less excited
about a Writers’ Workshop are very welcome to join the
Sunday School class and their Honored Guest…
Honored Guest on November 11th! This day is known as
Veterans Day in the U.S. or Armistice Day in other places.
We’ll be learning about what is a veteran and why it is both

a difficult and an honorable thing to be. Sparrow is making
phone calls to line up our Honored Guest for the day, and
would be very grateful if any interested veteran members of
our community would identify themselves to her. Among
other things, we’ll make cards for UUCUV veteran Arnold
Shields to brighten up his day.
We have a beautiful Bread Communion planned in
Sunday School for November 18th: please join us and say
thanks for the food which sustains our bodies and the community which sustains our hearts.

Plan Ahead: Mellow Yule Gift Making Workshop for kids December 9th at the Meeting House, byo lunch. Simultaneous
cocoa and conversation for parents!

Peace,
Sparrow

“It Is Good to Be with One Another”
After-Church Potluck
Sunday, November 4th, UUCUV Meeting House
“We arrive out of many singular rooms, walking over the branching streets. We come to be assured that brothers and
sisters surround us, to restore their images on our eyes. We enlarge our voices in common speaking and singing. We try
again that solitude found in the midst of those who with us seek their hidden reckonings. Our eyes reclaim the remembered faces; their voices stir the surrounding air. The warmth of their hands assures us, and the gladness of our spoken
names. This is the reason of cities, of homes, of assemblies in the houses of worship. It is good to be with one another.”
							

Kenneth L. Patton

Join us as we nurture our connections with one another
with good food and conversation.
Hosted by the Stewardship Committee, Claudia Kern and Suzanne Simon, Co-Chairs
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Sunday Services Committee News
By Marty Shaw, Sunday Services Chair
The Sunday Services Committee has been hard at work. While we cannot even begin to fill the void we are all experiencing without Lee, it certainly has been a time of cooperative energy. We have been blessed with a number of volunteers
giving care and attention to our Sunday morning experiences. Many hands and hearts have come together to help set up
our space, to bring beautiful gifts of music, and to provide thoughtful and thought-provoking messages.
Support has also come from those outside the immediate UUCUV family. The Northern New England District sent out
the word about our situation and more than a dozen people have contacted us to offer help. We are indeed grateful for
their quick and effective response.
It is always dangerous to name names but these are extraordinary times. There are many other people hard at work
for the UUCUV community. I am simply calling attention to members and friends who have contributed (or are on the
schedule to contribute) extra support to Sunday Services:
• Our wonderful front line team, our staff – Sparrow, Rachel, and Linda
• Music providers – Josh Alden, Pam Kneisel, Elizabeth McCrae, Dave Nierenberg, Jane Sachs, Mary Sayward,
Barb Tolman, (and others who are checking their calendars!)
• Set up/Take down – Sally Page, Lori Fortini, Claudia Kern, Joani Nierenberg , the nameless “angels” who put out
hymnals or bring in the sign
• Speakers – Maureen McNulty, Cappy Nunlist, Ginger Wallis, (and some volunteers who are waiting in the wings
– Colin High, Elaine Backus)
• Sound Master Paul Schmidt –for “training” new speakers each week
• Our Board – extra effort bringing intentional welcoming and joy on Sunday morning
• This is where I beg forgiveness if I have left off anyone. Please let me know if you notice a missing name. I would
like to have a complete Sunday Services Gratitude List!
Last but not least, the Sunday Services Committee had a recent growth spurt. We extend a grateful welcome to Claudia
Kern who has joined Mark Laser and Marty Shaw on the committee.
Looking for a way to volunteer? Have a suggestion for Sunday morning? Please contact us.
Thank you,
Marty Shaw, mmshaw04@gmail.com
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Membership Committe News
By Kathy Christie, Membership Chair

“Thank you for the warm greeting”
These were the perfect words to find on one of our welcome forms this fall!
It means that our volunteers who spend a little time on Sunday greeting in the lobby, and all of us who have
struck up conversations with newcomers over coffee, have truly made a connection.
To help you find our relative newcomers, the Membership Committee would like to introduce them to you.
Look for these name tags and ask them how their journey with us is coming along: Rachel Cook, LuAnn Cori,
Melissa Danen, Ultan Doyle, Don Foster, Rod Lovely and Maria Daugherty, Linda Marie Mauriello and Edward
Shulkin, Tricia McCarthy, Mary Schneider and John Corson, and Elaine Lacy.
Extending the warm hand of friendship and a welcoming UUCUV smile will help these folks feel like coming
back again and again. And that is true for all of us, it’s that simple. As Cappy Nunlist expressed in her October
14 sermon, we are facing challenges now. The more each one of us reaches out to each other, newcomer or more
seasoned, the stronger and more open our religious community can become.
Welcoming is one of the best things we attend to on the Membership Committee. The Membership Committee
is looking for new and seasoned members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Upper Valley to become committee members this year (you can join the committee without being a Member). The
small amount of time you can give to helping more people learn about Unitarian Universalism and the UUCUV,
make friends in our congregation, and be welcomed at our services and events will be rewarding to you and to
the congregation. We certainly need a few more people, fresh ideas, new energy, and more hands.
Looking forward to greeting you all,
Kathy Christie, kchristie5@comcast.net, 603-448-1737
Babette Hansen, schussbh@gmail.com
Debbie Aliber, debaliber@yahoo.com
Many thanks to Colin High
for repairing the front steps of
the Meeting House!
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Pastoral Counseling in
Lee’s Absence
Members seeking pastoral counseling in Rev. Lee’s
absence may contact either Rev. Daniel Jantos from the
Woodstock church (<sotnaj@aol.com> ; (802) 457-1786)
or Rev. Paul Sawyer from the Hartland church (<uupaul@
vermontel.net>; (802) 436-2592). Both have very graciously agreed to serve our congregation in this capacity.
Alternatively, contact Elaine Backus at (802) 763-2476 if
you wish to be visited by one of our wonderful lay “angels.”
Friends and members with material needs should seek help
from the Haven or other community resources as we have
no one to administer the minister’s discretionary fund at
this time.

Library Update
By Olive MacGregor, Library Committee Chair
We are all doing our parts-Margo Nutt writes book
reviews, Polly Gould gets cataloging information, Debbie Aliber is available for special projects, and I go to the
Meeting House when I can to process some materials. We
hope to get together one of these days. First of all, I want
to tell you that I found out who donated Ginger Wallis’s
book, A Gentle and Curious Path through Cancer to Points
Unknown. It was Lee Devoe! Thank you so much. We are
all wishing Lee the best on her path.
On Wednesday, October 3, I went to the Meeting House
and processed these three books:
The Food Revolution, by John Robbins ( a brand new
donation which replaced our water-damaged copy) for the
green collection
In the Midst of Winter: Selections from the Literature of
Mourning, donated by Polly Gould
The Future of Life, by Edward O. Wilson, donated by Fay
Baker for the green collection

The next Call newsletter deadline will be
November 14, for the December issue.
Please send your submissions to
Rachel at office@uucuv.org
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Church Events Calendar
Our up-to-date online calendar can be
found by clicking on “See Full Calendar”
on our home page at

www.uucuv.org

Book Review
By Margo Nutt
The Food Revolution: How Your Diet Can Help Save
Your Life and the World
by John Robbins
Born into the Baskin-Robbins ice cream family, John
Robbins took a vastly different route from that envisioned for him by his father. It resulted in his 1987 book
Diet for a New America, which showed the impact of
the current American diet on the health of people and
the health of the planet.
The Food Revolution expands on that theme, and is a
comprehensive and eye-opening book about health, environment, economic impact, and the reality of animal
cruelty created by the food industry. John Robbins does
an excellent job of going down the list of reasons that a
plant-based diet is best for our health, our wallet, and
the health of the planet and all living things on it. The
first half talks about the benefits of a vegetarian diet. It
also looks at some of the horrific farming techniques
today, and if you’re a meat eater it may turn you toward
vegetarianism. The second part of the book, amongst
other things, throws some light of why the U.S. Government is so easily led with genetically modified
foods.
It is well written and thoroughly researched, without
being preachy or fanatical. This book provides both
information and inspiration.
Note: The UUCUV Library also has Robbins’ 1992
book May All Be Fed, on the same subject.

UUCUV

Pods for the Pulpit Craft Fair Update
TRACY HALL, NORWICH VERMONT
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23 & 24 from 10 AM TO 4 PM
By Sally Page
We have 40 booths sold for the November 23 and 24 Pods for the Pulpit Crafts Fair giving us a full house! Several New
artists will be participating who, along with our regulars, will give the fair a wonderful variety of crafts to choose from.
We are blessed to live in an area full of creative and productive people!
Sign up sheets for the fair will be available at Sunday Services with Mary Layton managing the clip board.
There are two categories: FOOD which you will be brought to the fair, and WORK which will be done at the fair. We
hope you will be generous with your time and culinary skills!
Posters and cards will be available at Sunday Services. Please take and post or mail to non UU friends. Post one on
your refrigerator and at work was well. Getting the word out is very important.
For more information refer to the October CALL.
Thank you
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Five Church Bazaar

November 10
Norwich Congregational Church
Watch your weekly blasts for details on donating and helping with this fundraising event! Elaine
Backus is the contact. (802) 763-2476

Elder Luncheon
Life is a Journey--Beginning to End
November 20 12:30pm
at the Meeting House
This is a regular luncheon on third Tuesdays to talk about
what needs exist for those of us who spend our later years
living in the Upper Valley. Let us come together to share
lunch and discuss what brings us and others joy as well as
concerns. The fun is in the interesting conversation and
fellowship. We never know where the talk will take us!
Bring your own brown bag lunch. Beverage and dessert
will be provided. Call Eva Smith at (802) 295-8735 and let
her know you will be coming.

Cares and Concerns
Update
By Elaine Backus, Cares and Concerns Committee Chair
REMEMBER:
• Rev. Lee, who is not up to visitors, but would love to hear
from you. You may send cards to her home address: 171
Campbell Rd., Bethel, VT 05032.
• Marjorie Hybels at Brookside Nursing Home, who
would welcome visitors, cards and notes.
• Arnold Shields, who is living at Grafton County Nursing
Home in Haverill, with notes, cards, visits or calls to (603)
787-6971
• Babette Hansen’s sister Jeanette will be here from NJ
recovering from foot surgery and participating in our
congregation. Feel free to send cards via Babette.
Remember with your thoughts and prayers those in our
midst who have had recent problems. Urgent needs will be
on our message board at Sunday Worship.
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Spirit in Nature Path Work
In October, five intrepid community volunteers from King Arthur joined the Kerns and Highs to replace the woods
boardwalks on the Spirit in Nature Path. Although it was a rainy day, Maggie Ashworth, Marga Koburger, Brian Barthelmes, Chad Claflin, and Jay Bondurant, decked out in their King Arthur T-shirts helped us complete this big task. The
Path is now safe for all to enjoy. Watch for new ways in which you can enjoy the Path in next months CALL!
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Partner Church News

Here is a wonderful
opportunity to strengthen our
partnership with the Unitarian
Church in Mukhap, India. The
UU Partner Church Council
is sponsoring a pilgrimage
trip to Northeast India next
March. Are you perhaps the
very one to experience visiting
Mukhap, seeing the fantastic
new church building, and
connecting with our friends
there? Are you the one to
bring greetings from the
UUCUV to the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills? Think about it!
Polly Gould
(see this page and next)
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UUCUV
Partner Church News Cont’d
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About the UUCUV

Board of Directors

Our Mission: The UUCUV is a liberal reli-

Cappy Nunlist, President
Bill Brawley, Vice President
Christine McDonough, Secretary
Lucy Taylor, Treasurer
Karen Kluge, Member-at-Large
Dan Mendelsohn, Member-at-Large
Jamie Gibson, Member-at-Large

gious community that:

• Welcomes and supports all who search for
meaning and truth.
• Celebrates and respects life in all its diversity.
• Nurtures honesty, love, and freedom in people
of all ages.
• Fosters spiritual growth and promotes compassionate social action; and

Staff
The Rev. Lee Devoe, Interim Minister
Sparrow F. Alden,
Credentialed Religious Educator
Linda Hoover, Choir Director
Rachel Clark, Office Admin.

UUCUV Committee Chairs
Cares & Concerns: Elaine Backus
Communications: Bill Brawley
Finance: Mark Laser
Hospitality: Babette Hansen
Investment: Peter Christie
Leadership Development:
Lori Fortini
Librarian: Olive MacGregor
Meeting House: open
Membership: Kathy Christie
Partner Church: Polly Gould
Stewardship Canvass: Claudia Kern
and Suzanne Simon
Sunday Services: Marty Shaw
Ways and Means: Lori Fortini

• Expresses Unitarian Universalist ideals, views
and heritage to the community at large.
The UUCUV is a part of the Unitarian Universalist
Association. The UUA is a religious organization that
combines two traditions: the Universalists, organized in 1793, and the Unitarians, organized in 1825. The two denominations merged in 1961, but both trace their roots back
hundreds of years, to the Unitarian view of the unity (as opposed to trinity) of God, and
the Universalist belief that everyone is eligible for heaven and salvation.
Sunday Services: Services are held at the Marion Cross School in Norwich, VT, at 10
a.m.. every Sunday from September through mid June. (Look for the sign at the school’s
driveway on the right as you enter Norwich on Main Street.)
Minister: Rev. Lee Devoe is on an extended sick leave. We look forward to welcoming
her back in January, 2013.
To contact the Director of Religious Education: Call Sparrow F. S. Alden at
(603) 359-8426, or e-mail her at education@uucuv.org
Meeting House: Located on Route 5 South in Norwich opposite The Family Place, the
Greek Revival farmhouse contains our offices and meeting spaces. Office hours at the
Meeting House are Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9-12, unless otherwise posted.
Cares and Concerns: With cares and concerns, please call Elaine Backus at (802)
763-2476.
Newsletter: The Call, our monthly e-newsletter, is available upon request. Contact
the office at (802) 649-8828, or e-mail office@uucuv.org with the usual details, including
a phone number.

Parking at Marion Cross School

Because we are not able to establish official HANDICAPPED and VISITOR PARKING, we need to
create temporary spaces for every Sunday service at
the Marion Cross School. Those of you who are able,
please park in the back parking lot. Please consider
the 10 spaces nearest the sidewalk to the lobby reserved for visitors and those who cannot easily walk
the distance to the school entrance. PLEASE KEEP
FIRE LANE CLEAR! Whenever necessary, drivers can
always drive up to the entrance to drop off passengers.
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Back Playground

Park

Park

Park

School

No Parking

Unitarian-Universalist Congregation
of the Upper Valley
PO Box 1110
Norwich, VT 05055

We are
A Green Sanctuary,
A Welcoming Congregation,
and A Partner Church

New Worship Space?
UUCUV Phone: (802) 649-8828
Web: http://www.uucuv.org
E-mail: office@uucuv.org

Pods for the Pulpit Fair Nov. 23-24

